
English Language Learners  
Dedham Public Schools



Program Overview



ELL Teaching Staff:
Tamara Feygin Avery 

Colleen Fitzgerald Riverdale, Greenlodge

Donna Jovin Oakdale

Karen Mackenzie Sleeman High School

Brooke Petersen Middle School

Jennifer Robins Department Head and ECEC

Alexis Tochka Avery 

Sharon Weidenaar Avery, Oakdale



A growing population...

2008… 2018…

2872 students 2710 Students

10.3% First Language Not English 14.9% First Language Not English

3% English Learners 7.3% English Learners

90 students 200 students



Our 
Students 
in Action



Languages in the ELL program
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Additional Languages Spoken by ELs

Amharic Gujarati Swahili

Belarusian Hindi Thai

Bengali Korean Turkish

Chinese Lingala Twi

Creole Macedonian Ukrainian

French Mongolian Vietnamese

Greek Pushto Yoruba

Do you know what a foreign accent is?  It’s a sign of bravery.
- Amy Chua



Becoming an English Learner...

Home Language Survey

 Assessment

Placement

Proficiency and Program Exit

Monitoring

Mandate -- fully proficient in 6 years

Complexity -- prior schooling, language, no pk, outside forces, socio-economic, 
SLIFE, Shifting numbers, dynamic population, complexity of population and rigidity 
of service requirements



Changes in numbers of ELL students over time...



Distribution of ELs Across District



Every student, every day

Daily service requirement:

Levels 1 to 3- for 90 minutes

Levels 3+ to 5 for 45 minutes





ACCESS and MCAS Achievement Data
2018 ACCESS for ELLS 2018 Next MCAS

ELL Students
Grades 3-8

2018 Next MCAS
ELL Students
Grade 10

% Meeting or Exceeding 
Expectation

% Proficient or Higher

% ELL 
Attained 
Proficiency

% ELL 
Making 
Progress

ELA Math ELA Math

Dedham 19% 54% 21% 33% 67% 42%

State 20% 51% 14% 17% 45% 28%



Program Updates



LOOK Act (Language Opportunity for Our Kids)

ELPAC  State Seal of Biliteracy Pre-K Census

Benchmarks for Success



Tiered Focused Monitoring (CPR) -- Spring 2020



Program Review - setting us up for success!

Review of :

✓ Identification Procedures

✓ Service Delivery Model

✓ Curriculum and Instructional 
Materials

Bertha-Elena Rojas, Psy.D.; M.Ed.
Humanity Advanced, LLC



Questions?


